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1. Introduction 

Ruja Ignatova, known as the "Cryptoqueen," remains a prominent figure in the 

world of financial crime. Her orchestration of the OneCoin cryptocurrency 

Ponzi scheme, which defrauded investors of an estimated $4 billion, has made 

her one of the most wanted fugitives globally.  

This report provides an overview of the case, focusing on the most recent 

developments in the international manhunt for Ignatova, including various 

theories about her fate, and the ongoing efforts to bring her to justice. 

2. The Rise and Fall of OneCoin 

In 2014, Ruja Ignatova, a Bulgarian-born German citizen, launched OneCoin, 

which she promoted as a revolutionary cryptocurrency. She positioned it as a 

superior alternative to Bitcoin, promising high returns and a simplified user 

experience. 

Ignatova, with her background as a lawyer with a PhD and her experience at 

McKinsey, presented a convincing front. Her marketing events were 

extravagant, with large-scale presentations and lavish parties, creating an 

illusion of legitimacy and success.  

However, OneCoin was fundamentally a Ponzi scheme, lacking a genuine 

blockchain or any real-world value. The primary source of revenue for OneCoin 

was from selling educational materials, often plagiarized, and rewarding people 

for recruiting new members.  

The exchange, xcoinx, where members could supposedly exchange OneCoin for 

other currencies, was an internal market that eventually closed, leaving 

investors unable to withdraw funds. 

3. Ignatova's Disappearance 

As scrutiny over OneCoin intensified, Ignatova disappeared on October 25, 

2017, after traveling from Sofia, Bulgaria, to Athens, Greece. 

 This occurred shortly after being charged in the US for conspiracy to commit 

wire fraud, wire fraud, and conspiracy to commit money laundering.  

Her sudden disappearance has led to extensive speculation, with theories 

ranging from a carefully planned escape to the possibility of murder. 

 



4. Theories Surrounding Ignatova's Whereabouts 

The search for Ignatova is complicated by conflicting theories about her current 

location and whether she is still alive: 

• The Murder Theory: Some reports indicate that Ignatova was murdered 

in 2018 on a yacht in the Ionian Sea by a Bulgarian crime boss, 

Hristoforos Nikos Amanatidis, also known as "Taki." These reports 

suggest that her body was dismembered and disposed of at sea. 

However, German authorities have stated that the alleged hitman was in 

prison at the time of the purported murder, and that there is no 

evidence to support this claim. 

• The South Africa Lead: There is a theory that Ignatova is hiding in South 

Africa, specifically in Cape Town. This lead gained attention after a 

documentary claimed that Ignatova had been spotted there by security 

forces. The theory is further reinforced by the murder of several 

Bulgarians in Cape Town who were believed to be linked to the same 

crime ring connected with the alleged murder of Ignatova. 

• The Russia Connection: Investigative journalist Yoran Tsalov claims that 

Ignatova may be hiding in Russia, with ties to individuals connected to 

the Kremlin. Furthermore, some companies connected with laundering 

OneCoin funds have links to the former Ukrainian president, Viktor 

Yanukovich who is in exile in Russia. 

• Other Theories: Other possibilities include that she fled to Dubai, 

underwent plastic surgery to alter her appearance, and is under the 

protection of international intelligence agencies or organized crime 

groups. 

5. Evidence Supporting the South Africa Theory 

Several pieces of evidence have fueled the theory that Ignatova might be in 

South Africa: 

• Sightings: There are unconfirmed reports of sightings of Ignatova by 

security agents in Cape Town. 

• Brother's Visits: Ignatova’s brother, Konstantin Ignatov, visited Cape Town 

on multiple occasions, documenting these trips on social media. 



• Associate's Ties: Duncan Arthur, who was arrested with Konstantin 

Ignatov, is a dual citizen of South Africa and Ireland. He also has a work 

history in South Africa in financial compliance, and has stated that 

Konstantin was in contact with Ruja up to 2019. Arthur claims "There is 

no murder. She is alive, period". 

• Kamenov Connection: Ignatova may have had ties with Interpol fugitive 

Krasimir “Karo” Kamenov, who was murdered in Cape Town in 2023. 

Kamenov was also a source for police reports regarding Ignatova's 

alleged murder. 

6. The Ongoing Investigation 

Despite the conflicting theories, authorities are operating under the assumption 

that Ignatova is still alive. The FBI has made statements that they have no 

concrete evidence of her death. 

They increased the reward for information leading to her arrest to $5 million in 

June 2024. This significant increase signals a renewed focus and a shift in 

strategy, hoping to entice someone in her inner circle to come forward with 

information. 

In addition, a global asset freeze was imposed on Ignatova and seven 

associates, including two Guernsey-based companies in August 2024, in an 

effort to limit access to her assets. However, a lawyer for the victims is skeptical 

about its effectiveness given that her assets are thought to be located outside 

of England. 

7. The Human Cost of OneCoin 

The OneCoin scheme had a devastating impact on millions of people 

worldwide. Investors, lured by the promise of high returns, lost billions of 

dollars.  

Many lost their life savings, some even drawing their families into the scam. 

This has resulted in significant emotional and financial distress for the victims, 

highlighting the human cost of such sophisticated fraudulent schemes. 

 

 

 



8. Artistic Retellings 

The story of Ruja Ignatova and OneCoin has captured the imagination of the 

media, resulting in several artistic adaptations: 

• "Fake!" A Hollywood film is in development, with Kate Winslet 

potentially starring, which is based on the OneCoin scam. 

• "The Missing Cryptoqueen": A BBC podcast, downloaded over 3.5 

million times, is also being adapted into a television series. 

• "Kill Bitcoin! The Crypto Queen and Her OneCoin Fraud": This three-part 

documentary series premiered in June 2024 and was produced by Sky 

Germany, Channel 4, and Fremantle. 

• "Die Kryptoqueen": A documentary series produced by German 

broadcaster Westdeutscher Rundfunk. 

• Books: At least two books have been written: The Missing Cryptoqueen: 

The Billion Dollar Cryptocurrency Con and the Woman Who Got Away 

with It by Jamie Bartlett, and OneCoin: The Woman Who Deceived the 

World by Nikolai Stoyanov. 

These productions have brought attention to the OneCoin fraud and contribute 

to the continued public interest in the story. 

9. Unanswered Questions 

Despite ongoing investigations, many questions remain unanswered: 

• Is Ruja Ignatova alive? The absence of concrete evidence of her death 

keeps this question open. 

• Where is she hiding? Whether she is in South Africa, Russia, or 

elsewhere remains unclear. 

• Who is protecting her? The potential involvement of international crime 

syndicates or intelligence agencies complicates her capture. 

• Will victims ever recover their losses? The complexity of asset recovery 

makes it unlikely that the victims will recoup their lost funds. 

 

 

 



10. Conclusion 

The manhunt for Ruja Ignatova continues to be a complex, global effort. The 

increased reward and leads pointing to South Africa signal that authorities are 

still focused on apprehending her. However, the conflicting theories, the 

possibility of protection by powerful networks, and the vast scale of the fraud 

make her capture far from certain.  

The OneCoin story serves as a stark reminder of the risks associated with 

unregulated financial schemes and the devastating consequences for those who 

are defrauded. Whether Ignatova is ever found, her legacy will endure as a 

warning about the dangers of sophisticated financial fraud. 

 

 


